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Background Information
Under Section 29 of the National Assistance Act 1948 local authorities are required to compile and maintain classified registers of "persons who are blind, deaf or dumb and other persons who are substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury or congenital deformity". Local Authority Circular (93)10 provided further guidance to local authorities on registration practice and the collection of statistics for each of the following groups:  Additional information can be found on the following link:
http://www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/documents/PublicWebsite/public_regcard2.hcsp
· blind;

· partially sighted;

· deaf with speech;

· deaf without speech;

· hard of hearing;

· general classes (those whose primary handicap is neither visual nor auditory).

Information on the numbers of people (other than persons with mental health needs) who fall within the scope of section 29 of the Act of 1948 and are recorded on these LA registers is collected using 2 separate statistical returns:

· SSDA902 Registration of blind persons and partially sighted persons;

· SSDA910 Registration of people who are deaf or hard of hearing.

This year’s data collection is the SSDA910 return and is concerned with the registration of people who are deaf or hard of hearing

Statistics on registered disabled persons are, in general, collected from local authorities in England on a three year rolling cycle.  Information on deaf and hard of hearing people was last collected for the year ending the 31st March 2004.  This information can be found at the following link: 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Statistics/StatisticalWorkAreas/StatisticalSocialCare/fs/en
Information for blind and partially sighted people was last collected for the year to 31 March 2006 and is due to be published as "Registered blind and partially sighted people" in October this year.  This information will be located on the following web page: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs
Information on general classes of disability was last collected for the year to 31 March 1993 and published as "Registers of people with physical disabilities (General Classes)" in February 1994.  We stopped collecting this information as registrations were found to be an inaccurate reflection of the actual number of people with disabilities. Further statistics on physical disability are now collected by The Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) .
The most recent “Statistics on the characteristics of the population of disabled people in Britain including people with long standing health conditions” publication, produced by the Disability Rights Commission, can be accessed at:  www.drc.org.uk/docs/Disability_Briefing_March_2006.doc
General Guidance for Completing the SSDA910 Form
Form SSAD910 relates specifically to the "Registers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing " maintained by local authority Social Services Departments and seeks information on the numbers of people registered as either deaf or hard of hearing, by age ranges. Although there is no formal examination procedures for determining whether a person is deaf or hard of hearing for the purposes of section 29, cases should be classified as follows:

	Deaf:
	Those who (even with a hearing aid) have little useful hearing.

	Hard of hearing:
	Those who (with or without a hearing aid) have some useful hearing and whose normal method of communication by speech, listening and lip reading.


If a person has registered as hard of hearing during the course of the year and then registers as deaf (or vice versa) then they should only appear in either column 1 or column 2 of the return but not in both. The appropriate column will be the one applying to the most recent registration in the year i.e. the status as at 31 March 2007.

If a person who was registered in one category before the start of the year (1 April 2006) registers in another category during 2006/07, they should only appear in the Columns relating to the most recent category.

It is intended that people who are deaf or hard of hearing and also blind and recorded on the Register of the Blind should be excluded from this particular return.

Deafblind registration

Statutory guidance under section 7 of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 has been issued to councils with social services responsibilities. This is in response to concerns highlighted by the Department of Health's recent consultation exercise which looked at the social care services for deafblind people. Under the Guidance authorities will be asked to take specific action aimed at improving services for deaf blind people.

Councils have been asked to:

· identify, make contact with and keep a record of deaf blind people in their catchment area;

· ensure that assessments of deaf blind people are carried out by a specifically trained person/team equipped to assess the needs of a deaf blind person;

· ensure that appropriate services are provided to deaf blind people;

· ensure that they are able to access specifically trained one-to-one support workers for those people they assess as requiring one;

· and provide information about services in formats and methods that are accessible to all deaf blind people. 

When completing your return, please ensure to use zeros to indicate no activity.  Only leave blank if data are not available.  All blank cells will be treated as data not available.

Internet Data Collection Guidance

Q1. How do we know that the authorisation process has been successfully completed?

A1. To authorise the return you must be logged on as the Manager. For example:

xxxSSDA910MAN (xxx=USER ID).  You need to choose the 'Authorise' option from the menu bar and then you should see the following text in red below the list of validation errors:

Please use the check box below to authorise this return...

NOTE: Once authorised, no further amendments can be made...

I hereby authorise this return: [image: image1.wmf]
You need to click on the check box in order to authorise the return.  Once the return is authorised you will not be able to make any changes to the SSDA910 data when you next log on the IDC system.

Q2. We have authorised our SSDA910 return but wish to make some minor changes to our data. How can we do this?

A2. If you wish to make changes to your data, you will need to contact us and we will change the status of your return back to “in progress”. Once you have made the necessary amendments you will have to re-authorise your return.
Definitions of Data required for SSDA910 return for 2006-07

People who are deaf without speech. - Those who have no useful hearing and whose normal method of communication is by signs, finger spelling or writing. 

People who are deaf with speech. - Those who (even with a hearing aid) have little or no useful hearing but whose normal method of communication is by speech and lip-reading. 

Hard of hearing people. - Those who (with or without a hearing aid) have some useful hearing and whose normal method of communication is by speech, listening and lip-reading.

CONTACT US

For all enquiries regarding this return please contact:

Daniel O’Neill
Disabilities@ic.nhs.uk
0113 2547187
Example form for SSDA910 return:
[image: image5.emf]Form SSDA 910

The Information Centre for Health and Social Care

Registers of people who are deaf or hard of hearing at 31 March 2007



AGE





Number of people on the registers as at 31 March 2007





Date of Birth





DEAF 





(1)





HARD OF HEARING 





(2)





1





on or after 1 April 1989





0-17





 





2





1 April 1942 to 31 March 1989





18-64





3





1 April 1932 to 31 March 1942





65-74





4





on or before 31 March 1932





75 or over





5





All Ages





 





Notes:





It is intended that people who are deaf or hard of hearing and also blind and recorded on 





Deaf 





(1)





 





Those who (even with a hearing aid) have little or no useful hearing.





Hard of Hearing 





(2)





 Those who (with or without a hearing aid) have some useful hearing 





and whose normal method of communication is by speech, listening and lip reading.





the Register of the Blind should be 





excluded





 from this particular return.
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